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Today Gerhard Schroeder, the former German Chancellor is on an official visit to the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. He arrived on Friday at the Ercan airport which the Greet Cypriot administration has declared illegal, as part of their embargo on it imposed on the Turkish Cypriots.
Schroeder’s visit is hugely significant. It is taking place despite great effort by the Greek Cypriot administration to prevent it. His visit is a powerful message to the EU that it has failed to deliver its solemn promise to the Turkish Cypriots who voted in favor of the EU-endorsed Annan Plan on 24 April 2004.  

Thus, the Turkish Cypriots scored a goal in their moral contest with the EU. This is not the first, but their second goal driven into the net of the mighty EU by the tiny micro-state of a quarter million inhabitants.

The first one was when the EU succumbed to the Greek blackmail and admitted a divided country as full member on April 30, 2004, in effect rewarding the Greek Cypriots for rejecting the Annan Plan. Mysteriously and suddenly, the EU disowned the very Plan it, together with the UN and the entire Western diplomacy, had worked so hard to put together during the long 40-year peacemaking in Cyprus.

So what is the likely result in the game? It looks Turkish Cypriots will win handily. Here is the explanation.

On 18 February, most likely Papadopoulos will win a second term in the run-off presidential elections in the South. As a result, Cyprus will be permanently partitioned due to his intransigence, as explained in the Rolandis confessional in today’s TDN.
The UN Secretary General will probably not even bother putting his reputation, such as it is at the present state of global chaos, on the line, trying for a last time to achieve an impossible peace in Cyprus. If he did, it would be an exercise in futility.
The EU, for its part, is fed up with the brinkmanship of Papadopoulos. His credibility is down to zero and the Greek Cypriots will be heard no more.

The Greek Cypriots have also exhausted the legal option of trying to win back land through the European Court of Justice. In the aftermath of the Orams and Aristes cases, they now have to go first to the Turkish Cypriot Land Commission to press their claims.

On the ground, the old English saying is coming more true everyday: Possession is 9/10th of the law.

The support for EU amongst Turkish Cypriots has dropped like a rock in the past two or three years. They are amazed and shocked at how such a body could allow itself to become such a cheap instrument in Greek hands. It has become an object of ridicule and contempt in the cafes and clubs of North Cyprus. 
If the contemporary world is one of values, a broken trust is the ultimate punishment. The EU cannot make promises to end the isolation of Turkish Cypriots and be a “catalyst” towards a solution, and then walk away from its pledges. Some champion of human rights, of liberty and freedom!!! 
So, what is the end game? I predict Turkish Cypriots will win hands-down. 

In mid-1950s, when I was a young student at the English School, Nicosia, there were two emotionally charged ideologies dividing Cyprus: Greek Cypriots clamoring for ENOSIS, union with Greece. Turkish Cypriot youth, equally passionately, demanding: “TAKSIM or death.”
Now, in 2008, TAKSIM (partition) is all but confirmed. Like Kosovo, North Cyprus will gain first removal of embargoes, and then achieve statehood.
